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not bear the sight of a German woman even as common
guests and admirers of Gandhiji at the Sabarmati Asram.

Enmity between two individuals generally develops out
of personal unhappy relations. But enmity between people
of different communities or nations has very little of
personal unhappy experiences of the others before an
actual fight begins. Not one out of a thousand Hindus *
would be able to say that he ever had an unhappy ex-
perience with the Muslims or vice versa. Perhaps a
hundred out of a thousand would be able to say that
personally they had some good friends in the other com-
munity. So also between Britishers, Germans and Russians,
Jews and Arabs. And yet by reason of perverse propaganda
generally originating from a handful of designing and
ambitious or fanatic individuals, a whole nation or com-
munity is trained to bitterly hate another with such heat,
that ultimately a little accidental conclusion becomes
sufficient to create a conflagration.
If we carefully investigate into the origiijal cause of
every war, I believe that in most of them we shall find out
ultimately that the seed was sown for it by a few very
ambitious, powerful and evil-minded individuals on one or
both the sides. The evil did not originate in the masses,
but it spread among them. They were forcibly made or
unconsciously led to quarrel. They also became its first
and principal victims, the main wirepullers often escaping
unhurt until their side was absolutely defeated. Often
they remained unhurt even after it.
But the general belief is that it is difficult to put an end
to war because, it is alleged, violence is more inherent in
and natural to man than non-violence, and while the
votaries of violence could be counted by thousands, those
of non-violence could be counted on one's fingers.
Of course, non-violence is an ascent, while violence is
the opposite. Therefore, it is easier to throw a people into
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